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Regular Obligation PeriodWISEgrants

This session will provide a brief introduction to WISEgrants, including: 

● Various features and application components; and
● Tips and tricks for using WISEgrants.

WISEgrants is continuously growing as new grants are added to the 
system and new features are developed to align with federal 
requirements and/or identified needs from our stakeholders (external 
and internal). 

Please feel free to log into WISEgrants and follow along…



What is WISEgrants? 

• Web-based portal for federal grants administered by DPI.

• Creates consistency in federal grant accounting across 

DPI programs. 

• Utilizes WUFAR as the foundation for budgets and claims.



Regular Obligation PeriodGrants at a Glance (not an exhaustive list)

★ Titles I-A, I-D, I-C, II-A, III-A, IV-A and V-B RLIS

★ IDEA Flow-through & Preschool

★ Perkins CTE

★ Title I-A and IDEA Discretionary 

★ Education for Homeless Children and Youth

★ Wisconsin Charter Schools Program

★ Comprehensive Supports and Improvements

★ Stimulus Grants: GEER, ESSER I, ESSER II, ESSER III, EBIS Grant, ARP HCY, ARP 
LSTA, LETRS



Landing Page



Regular Obligation Period
Application Status Panel

Claimed to Date is the 
Approved amount
(does not include submitted)



Regular Obligation PeriodGrant Summary Panel

Carryover, or if applicable
Public/Private carryover
(ESEA Formula grants)

Preliminary or Final 
carryover



Regular Obligation PeriodMenu Search
★ Another option to quickly 

navigate the application

★ Magnifying Glass in the 
menu bar

★ Search by keyword

★ Grant-specific menu 
items only appear if the 
user has the grant open

★ Menu items limited to the 
user's access rights

★ Not fast enough?  You can 
open the search menu 
with Ctrl-Shift-Q



The blue menu bar is available throughout the system:

Navigation



Grant Application



Regular Obligation PeriodView/Edit Funding - Current Funding

Preliminary

Field editable until finalized 
carryover loaded

This additional amount cannot 
be claimed until finalized

Final

Fields locked once finalized 
carryover loaded



Regular Obligation PeriodView/Edit Funding - Current Preliminary Carryover

This panel displays funding information by grant subbudget for most formula grants

The Current Preliminary Carryover Available field will display a projected amount of carryover 
based on unspent funds in the previous fiscal year.

This field will populate only once a final claim has been approved for the corresponding subbudget.

Additional factors such as carryover limitations (TI-A) or Tydings 
may cause final carryover to differ from the amount displayed



Tydings Amendment

Formula grant funds are 
available for 27 months (and 
not just 12) because of the 
Tydings Amendment. 

However, at the end of 27 
months, funds not obligated 
and liquidated are no longer 
available to the subrecipient.

Senator Joseph Tydings

20 USC 1225(b)



First In, First Out

Carryover and Tydings 

❖ The oldest grant funds are always paid out first.

❖ For a subrecipient to have an issue with the Tydings timeline, 
the aggregated claimed amounts for 27 months would need 
to be less than the original allocation amount. 

Original 
Allocation:

$100,000

Amount 
Claimed First 12 

Months:
$50,000

Amount Claimed 
Second 12 
Months:
$40,000

Amount Claimed 
Final 

3 Months:
$7,000

Amount Lost 
to Tydings:

$3,000



View/Edit Funding - Tydings Table

2022-23 Application

2022-23 Application

Fiscal year two years prior

[Amount Allocated FY 1]

minus

[Amount Claimed FY 1]

minus

[Amount Claimed FY 2]

equals
ESEA formula grant funds 
are tracked by Public and 

Private subbudget, if 
applicable

Amount claimed by 
9/30
(or by 11/22 if 
obligated by 9/30) Amount not 

spent within 
Tydings window 

and LOST

ESEA received a waiver to 
extend availability of 2019-20 
funds to 9/30/2022.



Regular Obligation PeriodThe Reports Menu

★ Located in menu bar

★ Viewable by all users

★ Displays view-only reports with 
LEA-specific information

★ Includes reports to view:
○ Entire ESSA LEA Plan
○ Completed assurances
○ List of LEA users with authorizer access
○ Grant subawards
○ Budget summary by grant subbudget
○ Chart of available WUFAR 

combinations by grant



Regular Obligation PeriodTydings Report
Includes same information as Tydings 
panel on View/Edit Funding screen, 
but displays all formula grants



Regular Obligation PeriodLet’s Talk Reconciliations

★ A subrecipient’s ledger should match what is claimed through WISEgrants. Even if 
crosswalks are employed with function and object codes, 
the PROJECT CODE tied to expenditures must match. 

○ If the subrecipient has claimed $125,000 of Title I-A funds in 
FY 2021-22, then the subrecipient’s ledger must have $125,000 in 
expenditures tagged with the project code 141 in FY 2021-22. 

★ The 1505 Special Education Annual Report reconciliation process during the past 
few years has demonstrated that a significant portion of subrecipients are not 
identifying the correct number of expenditures on their ledger or 1505 SE Annual 
report. 



Regular Obligation PeriodDetailed Ledger Report



Regular Obligation PeriodDetailed Ledger Report

https://docs.google.com/file/d/15O7Zi9kf6KmcLA6K7L_hA1udnVldQwGu/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/15O7Zi9kf6KmcLA6K7L_hA1udnVldQwGu/preview


Regular Obligation PeriodReal-time User Tracking
Indicates other active users on the same

screen, or within the same set of screens

(such as any of the different budget sections 

within a subbudget)

● Displays the initials of the other user in 
the upper right of the screen

● Additional user information available if 
you hover over the bubble

We find this useful when providing technical 
assistance to ensure we’re looking at the 
same screen as you.



Regular Obligation PeriodSearch by Budget Combination

★ Often reconciliation errors occur because the individual preparing the budget 
does not know where or how to add certain items to the budget to match up 
with the subrecipient’s ledger. 

○ The most common question we receive is “where is it?”

★ A recently added feature to WISEgrants is the “Search for Budget Items” 
available at the top of every budget section in every grant: 



Regular Obligation PeriodSearch by Budget Combination

★ O



Regular Obligation PeriodSearch by Budget Combination

If it is not available through the search, check: 

★ Are you in the right budget section?  Some items located under Purchased 
Services versus Non-Capital Objects are not intuitive.

○ Postage is a “purchased service,” whereas the envelopes the mailings go 
into are a supply under “non-capital objects.”

★ Is it an allowed cost under the grant? Look for technical assistance, such as 
the IDEA Allowables document (http://bit.ly/idea-allowable).

★ Is it the correct WUFAR combination?  Common errors: 

○ Function “156600” (S/L) with Object “370” (purchased instruction).

○ Fucntion “XXXX” with Object “XXX” 

http://bit.ly/idea-allowable


Regular Obligation PeriodThe Kendo Grid
One of the primary interfaces within WISEgrants consists of Kendo grids.

These grids display application, budget, and claims data and offers the user several options for viewing or 
manipulating the information contained within the grid.

The grid displayed below is an example from the grant budget Non-Capital Object budget section.



Regular Obligation PeriodThe Kendo Grid
Filter box:  Allows user to search (in all columns) by word or number and filters the grid 
with search results

Export to Excel: Exports currently visible columns, sections, and data to Excel as a .csv 
file



Regular Obligation PeriodThe Kendo Grid
Sort by column content: Click on the vertical ellipsis and select Sort Ascending/Descending or click 
on column header to sort by the contents of selected column

Section by column content:  Drag column header to top of grid to create sections and subsections 
within the kendo grid. This will create sections from the data in the selected column.



Regular Obligation PeriodThe Kendo Grid
Columns options: Click on the vertical ellipsis to view the Columns menu to select which columns 
will be visible with the grid

Filter options:  Click on the vertical ellipsis to view the Filter menu to filter grid data by custom 
values



Regular Obligation PeriodThe Kendo Grid

https://docs.google.com/file/d/17buflvy8IOXYVnaY7xI0-iyBIU9LqwtB/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/17buflvy8IOXYVnaY7xI0-iyBIU9LqwtB/preview


Regular Obligation PeriodBudget Sidebar

★ Displays summary grant budget and 
claim information

★ Easy to reference while working in 
the budget

★ Can be opened or hidden as needed

★ Really the only excuse I have left to 
use the word ‘trapezoid’ in 
day-to-day conversation



Regular Obligation PeriodAlso on Enter Claims screen

★ In addition to the budget screens, 
the sidebar is available on the 
Enter Claims screen for all grant 
subbudgets

★ Also available on the IDEA 
Flow-through/Preschool Plan 
Reservations screen



Regular Obligation PeriodBudget Validations

The budget landing page/submission screen will contain a detailed list of all 
budget validations.

These validations address fiscal or program requirements that will need to be 
resolved prior to submitting a budget revision OR claim.



Regular Obligation PeriodClaim Overage Validation

Claiming over the budgeted amount will require you to revise your budget prior to 
submitting a budget revision or additional claim.

Claim overage validations display on submission screen and in the specific budget section.



Enter Claims Screen

Budget validations need to be resolved prior to submitting claim. Claim data can be saved but not submitted.



Regular Obligation PeriodEnter Claims Screen
★ Downloadable .CSV claims template that can be populated with claims data and uploaded

★ Data will only upload in the Obligations and Amount Requested this claim columns

★ Uploads will overwrite any previously draft claims information



Regular Obligation PeriodEnter Claims Screen
★ LEAs identified during risk assessment may be required to submit detailed general ledger data that ties to 

the claim

★ Upload as PDF

★ Documentation will be reviewed by the grant accountant during claim review



Enter Claims Screen

Set Report Period Ending Date

Set Claim Type - A Final claim will need to be 
submitted for each grant for each fiscal year 

Obligations column must be 
cleared prior to submitting 

Final claims



Regular Obligation PeriodAuthorizations Menu

★ Accessible through the menu bar

★ Only visible to LEA users with Authorizations access

★ Assurances - Authorizers digitally sign off on required 
forms, including Act and Grant-level assurances and 
consortium verification

★ Claims - Authorizers check and authorize submitted 
claims prior to them being submitted to DPI

★ Transfer Funds - Under ESEA, if the LEA is transferring 
funds from one formula grant to another, the funds 
transfer must be authorized by an subrecipient authorizer

Access set on 
Admin Menu > 

Maintain User > 
Edit Access screen



Regular Obligation PeriodEdit Access
LEA user access is set by an LEA WISEgrants Administrator on Admin Menu > Maintain User > Edit Access screen

Administrators can also the View Notifications settings for each LEA user



Regular Obligation PeriodNotification Management

Allows the user to determine 
which Act and Grant-level system 
notifications the user will receive.

Certain notifications, such as 
notifications related to Authorizer 
access, cannot be opted out of



Regular Obligation PeriodHelp is Just a Click Away



Regular Obligation PeriodHelp Ticket



Regular Obligation PeriodBookmark This Page


