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Quick Reminder about Excess Cost

For something to be an excess cost of special education, it must be 

a cost that would not otherwise exist but for the need to provide a 

free appropriate public education (FAPE) to students with 

disabilities, as specified in their individual education plans (IEPs). 

More information at S. 115.76, Wis Stats
DPI Guidance for Special Education Aid

http://docs.legis.wi.gov/statutes/statutes/115/V/76
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/SPED_SAP_Aid_Elig_2_3.7.2023.pdf


High Cost Special Education Aid

The high-cost special education aid program provides partial reimbursement of 

certain special education costs for school districts, CESAs, CCDEBs, and operators 

of independent charter schools.

• Eligible Costs = Total Student Costs – (Deductible Revenues > $30,000)

• Only Non-Administrative Costs are eligible

• If the administartive and nonadministrative costs are combined, you are 

eligible to claim 90% of the total cost claim

DPI Guidance for HCSE Aid

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/hcsped-guidance_2024.pdf


The Claim Process

LEAs submit expenses via an online claim application located in the 

Wisconsin School Finance Portal (WiSFiP)



High Cost Special Education Aid

Items needed for your claim

• Access to WiSFiP as Student Data Administrator Role by DSA

• Accurate WISEid Student Data in your SIS
• Student was enrolled during the 22-23 year

• Student was identified as Special Ed with identified disability 

• No other district can claim enrollment

• Accurate FAPE Student Data if student attends another LEA other than 

Resident LEA, may require LEA contact for record agreement
WISEid Not Found Error Fixes

DPI Guidance for HCSE Aid

High-Cost Special Ed Tracking Template

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/wdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid/special-ed/high-cost/wiseid-not-found-error-fixes
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/hcsped-guidance_2024.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bUOql5bqqVqTBRt_DLetJcYcpivdnTOM9j5yh3ZPqgE/copy?usp=sharing


Identifying High-Cost SPED Students
• What if my special education director comes back and states we don’t 

have any eligible students?

• Leading questions:

• Any students in alternative programs/placements due to IEP?

• Students with one-on-one aides in IEP?

• SPED programs or classrooms with low student to teacher ratios?

• Students with transportation in IEP?

• It’s your responsibility to file and determine eligibility, start tracking 

early at the beginning of the year

DPI Guidance for HCSE Aid

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/pdf/hcsped-guidance_2024.pdf


Categories of Costs

Three categories of costs:

• Child-Specific (1-on-1 aides, placements, etc.)

• Program (transition, speech/language, etc.)

• Specified Services (non-administrative pupil services)

• Choose Student or Program Cost

High Cost Special Education FAQ

https://widpiprd-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/ricardo_cruz_dpi_wi_gov/Documents/Desktop/HCSE%20PPSX/3%20HCSE%20Student%20or%20Program.ppsx?d=wd78263af54114911b1d2573a7ae5a9ac&csf=1&web=1&e=Q3WvDF
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/HCSE_FAQ_2024.pdf


Common Issues 
• No Valid License

• License entity number or license number only

• Wrong or no name match with license number

• Incorrect coding

• Duplicate Cost or Salary

• Only eligible for time with HCSE student(s)

• One Program Entry for Multiple Staff

• One Employee does not equal One Program

• Cost Description will be Required FY2025

• Example; 436000, 256000 will allow for more accurate review of data

High Cost Special Education FAQ

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sfs/HCSE_FAQ_2024.pdf
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