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What is WISEdata Finance?

• Vendors pull the current Wisconsin Uniform Financial 
Accounting Requirements (WUFAR) Chart of Accounts 
(COA) from DPI

• District crosswalks ledger to a Local COA in WUFAR and 
pushes data to WDF

• The Local detail COA rolls up to the required DPI COA level

• District pushes financial data as three sets of data: Local 
Accounts, Budget Amounts and Actual Amounts



Mindset Shift: WISEdata Finance

Data submissions in WISEdata Finance are point-in-time looks, and it helps to think about data 

validations more as bringing issues to your attention than giving you a list of errors to clear

“Doing the report”

will mean pushing 

clean data

Fixing your books and 
pushing that data to 

WDF is how you fix your 
reporting



Best Practice

We encourage districts to make pushing 
financial data to WISEdata Finance

the last step of the
monthly bank reconciliation

Vendors have the functionality to setup a 
scheduled job to push financial data



Dramatic Transition

What do all of these things have in common?

The Wisconsin Uniform Financial Accounting 
Requirements.

WUFAR

(pronounced wuh-fer)



WUFAR is KEY

Simplified and flexible chart of accounts - ensures adherence to state and 

federal financial reporting requirements, and gives LEAs the ability to 

segregate and group accounts.

Revisions to WUFAR are done on at least a yearly basis to address needed 

changes, fix errors, or adhere to requirements under GAAP and GASB.

DPI Chart of Accounts integrated by the vendor.  Ensure your local accounts 

account for changes to WUFAR and the DPI COA so accounts roll up 

correctly.



DPI needs a uniform system for reporting LEA activity for:

❖ Reporting purposes (both state and federal)

❖ Calculating general and categorical aid

❖ Determining compliance with federal regulations

❖ Comparing activity between LEAs

❖ State budget building

❖ Ensuring compliance with Uniform Grant Guidance requirements to 

track federal grant expenditures

Why WUFAR?



WUFAR meets requirements under 
Generally Accepted Accounting 

Principles (GAAP) and Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 

which apply to all state and local 
governments.

GAAP & GASB



This sequence is what you would normally see when looking at an expense report.

WUFAR Sequence of Dimensions

Object or 
Source

Function ProjectFund Location



Account Matrices

• Supplemental charts showing 

allowed account combinations

Allowed combinations officially 

defined in the written account 

dimension descriptions



DPI Chart of Accounts



Grants and programs managed by DPI get their own project codes

Payments on the Aids Register show the project code

❖ Aids Register WUFAR Codes - https://apps6.dpi.wi.gov/AID/WufarReport

Project Codes

https://apps6.dpi.wi.gov/AID/WufarReport


Local Project Codes

• LEAs can use their own codes for specific projects or 

programs

(e.g. referendum construction,

non-DPI grants)

• 600 and above are reserved for local projects



Fund 27 Chart of Accounts



WUFAR

• Find it on the DPI School Financial 
Services webpage: 
dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/overview

• WUFAR resources updated at least 
yearly, including the manual, summary 
of revisions, and account matrices

• Will transition to Online WUFAR 
module in WiSFiP

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/finances/wufar/overview


Validations

Two levels of validation rules at work:

• L1 validations reject your data before it can be stored in our data 
warehouse.  Validation message are triggered when you push data 
to DPI.  Some examples are rejected accounts, invalid school codes, 
etc.

• L2 validations are run on data saved into the data warehouse (have 
passed the L1 validations). Examples include: WUFAR mismatches, 
Amount errors, Project/Program Tag issues

Although validations display in WISEdata Finance, all 
modifications to the data will happen within your SIS.



Landing Page - Validation Summary Panel

Panel has been updated to display count summary for

L1 data validations, L2 data and financial validations,

and Addenda by status.



L1 Validations

“How can I see if we have rejected accounts?” 

On the WISEdata Finance home screen, scroll down to the panel beneath the Validation Message Summary 

panel, the “Vendor / WISEdata Communication Status” section. There is a yellow box for each school year 

that shows when the WISEdata Finance API received the last submission from your vendor. 

You can click on the box to get details:

Users are redirected to a screen that

shows summary error and success

counts for Account, Budget, and Actual

records.

Additionally the screen will show a

record of all L1 errors logged in the last

30 days.



L2 Validations

“How do I see our 

validations?”

Access through 
Validations menu 
> Validations tab

This screen will list 

all L2 validations 

(data format and 

financial) as of the 

last validation run.



Current Areas of Focus

L2 Validations

• Review Data Format validations.  These validations indicate 
issues related to COA mapping and should be reconciled.

• Budget and Actual validations are more nuanced and have 
different meaning throughout the year. 



Current Areas of Focus

Data Format Validations - Indicates something is not mapped correctly and may not roll 
up as needed



L2  Fiscal Validation Types

• Negative Amount

• Fund Transfer

• On Record

• Trial Balance



Negative Amount Validations



Negative Amount Examples

• 10B-000-000-713200-000 - Accounts Receivable

If this is negative, review activity and see what may need to be reclassified to 
a revenue account. Potential cause one cash receipt may have been coded 
to Accts Recv correctly and the coding was rolled forward for next cash 
receipt which should have been a revenue.

• 10B-000-000-811600-000 - Payroll Withholdings or Fringe Liabilities

Many times this is payroll liabilities where the deductions/benefits should be 
reviewed/updated to ensure correct amounts are being withheld to cover 
the bills paid. Periodic reconciliation of payroll liabilities through the year 
helps a lot in this area. 



Negative Amount Examples

• 10E-000-240-221300-000 - Instructional Staff Training Health Insurance

Cause - Coding change and activity in account after or implicit rate subsidy 
entry

Health Insurance Expense is negative, review implicit rate subsidy entry as it 
should reduce health insurance not push it negative. Also, review account 
activity to see if a wholesale coding change was made and activity occurred 
after which should be to a new account code.

Fix = recode to correct health insurance object account to get the balance to 
zero within your vendor and reupload to WiseData Finance



Negative Amount Examples

• 10E-000-324-254300-000 - Building Repairs Area - Repairs & Maintenance 
Purchased Service

Cause - Credit from vendor or sale of non-capital object netted against 
expense rather than coded to revenue account

Fix - Reclassify to revenue account (usually Source 861 - Equipment and 
Vehicle Sales) if sale of non-capital object

If credit from vendor, why is it taking amount negative and investigate. Credit 
shouldn’t exceed the original amount purchased to take the account 
negative.



Negative Amount Examples

• 10E-000-387-219000-000 - Pupil Services Payments to State

Cause - Reimbursement netted against expense 

Fix - Reclassify to the correct revenue account

• 10E-000-450-136000-000 - Tech Ed Items for Resale

Cause - Resale proceeds netted against expense

Fix - Reclassify resale proceeds to Source 262



Negative Amount Examples

• 10E-000-730-270000-000 - Unemployment Insurance Claim 
Payments

Cause - Unemployment settlement from state netted against 
expense account

Fix - Reclassify settlement to Source 964 (insurance 
settlement) or Source 971 (refund of prior year premiums)



Negative Amount Examples

• 10R-000-280-000000-000 - Interest Revenue

Cause - Unrealized or Realized losses coded to incorrect account

Fix - Reclassify to correct accounts

• 10R-000-295-000000-000 - Summer School Fees

Cause - Summer school expenses netted against revenue account

Fix - Reclassify expenses to correct expense account



Fund Transfer Validations

• When the transfer into a Fund (Revenue) doesn’t match 

the transfer out of the Fund (Expenditure) it came from

• When the Due to a Fund (812000) doesn’t equal the Due 

from Fund (714000) - fix by running function 714000 and 

function 812000 totals in balance sheet detail report, 

comparing and adjusting so they are in alignment



Fund Transfer Examples



Fund Transfer Examples

Fix - review what the transfer amount between Fund 10 and Fund 27 should be 
and adjust transfer amount to match that. 



Trial Balance Validations

• Revenues minus Expenditures doesn’t equal the 

change in Equity

• Assets don’t equal Liabilities plus Equity



Trial Balance Examples

Not quite as simple



Trial Balance Examples



Trial Balance Examples



Validations Updates

Our areas of focus concerning validations in WISEdata Finance:

• Updated validations to allow a de minimis amount (less than a 
dollar) before triggering

• Determining timeline for activating budget/actual validations 
through fiscal year

• Building more comprehensive views of L1 validation data

• Addiding additional validations as needs identified



Addenda

• Reporting addenda to collect additional information based 

on accounts and amounts triggered within WISEdata 

Finance.

• Required responses collected through WDF and viewable in 

the Budget and Annual Report in  WiSFiP

• Building addenda into WDF for Common School Fund / 

OPEB contributions



Addenda
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WISEdata Finance - FY 2022-23

● Continuing to work with small number of districts to 
complete Aid Certifications and Annual Report

● Issues in Aid Certification/Annual Report transition varied 
from needing to update WUFAR COA, general accounting, 
and vendor integration.

● Special Education reporting completed through the PI-1505-
SE

● Tax Levies, Debt Schedules, and Referenda moved to WiSFiP

● ESSA School-Level Reporting updated to utilize WDF data



WISEdata Finance - FY 2023-24

● Working with districts to submit Budget Reports

● Reporting Referenda for 2024

● Updates to Annual Report to collect Fund Balances including 
Debt Balances

● Additional addenda in WDF for Common School Fund / OPEB

● Special Education Annual Report transition

● Transition additional SAFR reports to WiSFiP



Financial Reporting Development Timeline

● ESSA School-Level Reporting

● Special Education Annual Report (replace the PI-1505-SE)

● Public Financial Dashboard (WiSfPR)

● Transitioning Existing SAFR reports to WiSFiP

● Internal Modules for Aid Runs/Revenue Limits/Reporting

● On-going Maintenance and Enhancements



Wisconsin School Finance Portal

WiSFiP is the platform that will house all School Finance Reporting going forward.



WiSFiP - Finance Data Auditor Role

● Added a new role to WISEsecure for WiSFiP: 

Finance Data Auditor

● Provides edit access to Audited Fund Balances and Auditor 

Aid Certification Report

● Provides view-only access to district-complete reports

● Updated Finance Data Administrator (district role) to 

provide view-only access to Auditor reports

● Automatically reassigned auditors to new role



Referenda Reporting

Referenda reported in WiSFiP for 2023-24 forward



Referenda Reporting

Report referenda results after election date

Referenda information posted on DPI website



Referenda Reporting

Updated report to better collect data based on type of Referendum:

• Issue Debt
• Non-Recurring Referendum
• Recurring Referendum (Type 1) - Increase of a set amount to the base limit
• Recurring Referendum (Type 2) - Incremental increase of a set amount to the base limit



School-Level Reporting

• The report utilizes your financial data to determine district-

level vs. school-level (by school) and federal vs. state/local 

expenditures

• LEAs provide data to define Location and Project Codes

• Allows for much more accurate and streamlined federal 

reporting



Special Education Annual Report

• Developing the Special Education Annual Report for 2023-24

• DPI is auditing, with stakeholder input, the Fund 27 Chart of 

Accounts as part of the next WUFAR revision

• A majority of the functionality needed to transition this report 

already exists.  LEAs are already pushing local Fund 27 

accounts to DPI

• Creating additional L2 validations in WDF to ensure proper 

Project Code coding for Fund 27



Special Education Annual Report

Beyond your Fund 27 actual accounts by Project, the report will 

include:

• Addenda to track SPED grant payments into and out of the 

LEA

• Validations to ensure school mental health personnel costs 

meet proration requirements from Act 221

• Reports detailing aid estimates, grant reconciliation, year-to-

year comparisons



WISEgrants and WISEdata Finance

Tracking of federal expenditures and revenue by Project codes 
aid in ensuring accurate claiming of allowable costs and help 
streamline program and fiscal monitoring of federal programs.

We are continuing to work on aligning WISEgrants WUFAR 
accounts to align with WISEdata Finance and the DPI COA.

Federal grants management requires additional levels of details, 
scrutiny, and compliance which would prevent any ‘full’ 
automation of grant budgeting and claiming.



WISEgrants - IDEA MOE

WISEgrants IDEA Maintenance of Effort module updated for 2021-22 

Eligibility - Budget information necessary for IDEA MOE Eligibility is 
being pulled from WISEdata Finance.

Compliance - Updated to pull Actual amounts from WISEdata Finance.  

We have updated the MOE module and technical assistance to reflect 
these changes.  Compliance Data will pull in most recent Actual data. 
Compliance tests will not be completely relevant until the fiscal year is 
closed and full Actual data is present.



Pupil Membership Count 2023-24 



Pupil Membership Count 2023-24 

❖ Official reporting will occur via the PI-1563 in SAFR

❖ 2nd pilot year with data reporting through WiSFiP 

❖ Data quality issues should be addressed in source 

system and data should be submitted to WiSFiP



Why the Pilot Project?

● To ensure that all the data elements in WISEdata are aligned 
with the Membership Pupil Count reporting requirements

● To provide LEAs an opportunity to compare systems
● To provide SIS vendors an opportunity for their LEAs to use 

their product and provide feedback
● To provide DPI feedback on the WiSFiP interface and usability



WI School Finance Public Reports

Working with another team at DPI, the SFS team is developing a public-
facing application to display school finance data.

This will provide data views replacing reports previously accessible 
through SAFR, and will contain additional data views to meet financial 
transparency requirements introduced by the legislature.
• Referenda reporting
• Equalized tax levy data
• Debt balances
• Shared Cost



WDF & Financial Reporting Podcast



Contact Us

For WISEdata Finance questions visit DPI's WISEsupport 
page to submit a help ticket
https://dpi.wi.gov/wisedata/help/request

General SFS questions: dpifin@dpi.wi.gov

Matt’s Booking page: 
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MatthewBaier@WIDPIPRD.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/

https://dpi.wi.gov/wisedata/help/request
https://dpi.wi.gov/wisedata/help/request
https://dpi.wi.gov/wisedata/help/request
mailto:dpifin@dpi.wi.gov
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MatthewBaier@WIDPIPRD.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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