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Goal

Untangle the needs of your school 

district and funding to effectively 

support anytime, anywhere learning



Reflection Point 1

What are the digital 
equity concerns in your 
school community?

https://tinyurl.com/DLTreflectio
n

https://tinyurl.com/DLTreflection


Supports Available

● Funding Sources for Schools 
○ E-rate
○ ESSER for Cybersecurity & Connecting Students Where They Live
○ Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF)
○ Digital Learning Bridge

● Internet Access Programs for Families
○ Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) 

● Secure Dashboard

● Secure Mapping Tool



ESSER Funds for Cybersecurity 

• ESSER funds can be used for cybersecurity needs related to new purchases 
for multi-factor authentication, incident planning, software, etc. as outlined 
on page 10 of the ESSER Funds Guidance.

ESSER funds can be used for cyber insurance using this WUFAR combination
CRRSA 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K78BQsDluMQ0aDTzd0Qb1gQKmLXVhfRYkBzXm6S3bCY/edit
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E-rate Category Two Budget

● Category 1 services bring the internet to the building and Category 2 services bring 
the internet to the student classrooms

● The five year budget cycle began in FY2021 and runs through FY2025

● March 22, 2022 is the FY2022 Application Deadline

● July 1, 2022 Begins the FY2023 E-rate Application Cycle

● https://dpi.wi.gov/erate

https://dpi.wi.gov/erate
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USAC Category Two Budget Tracker

● USAC provides a Budget Tracker to show the following example:

https://opendata.usac.org/E-rate/E-rate-C2-Budget-Tool-FY2021-/8z69-hkn7
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USAC Category 2 Budget Tracker

1. Look up your district:
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USAC Category 2 Budget Tracker

2. Scroll down using 

outer scrollbar:

3. Click Apply!



Reflection Point 2

What is your available 

Category 2 budget 

amount?
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Internet Access Programs for Families 

● Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)
○ Eligible applicants can receive up to $30/month ($75/Tribal Land) 

discount on internet access bill and also receive discounts on a laptop, 
desktop, or tablet computer 

○ Households can enroll through an approved provider or by visiting 
https://acpbenefit.org

○ US Department of Education Template FRPL Verification Letter
○ ACP Communication Toolkit
○ As of March 14 - 185,996 Wisconsin Enrolled Households
○ View ACP Enrollments by Zip Code

https://acpbenefit.org
https://tech.ed.gov/broadband/acp/
https://www.fcc.gov/acp-consumer-outreach-toolkit


Internet Access Programs for Families 

● Wisconsin Emergency Rental Assistance Program (WERA)
○ Eligible households may receive up to 12 months of assistance for current 

and/or past due Internet bills

● DPI Funding Quick Reference Guide
○ Direct to consumer internet discounts
○ School/District purchasing
○ Other Funding Opportunities for Public-Private Partnership Broadband 

Projects

https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband/funding-quick-reference-guide


Reflection Point 3

What did you learn about 

resources for families?
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● Support the individual needs of every student

● Identify possible Internet providers that can serve a location

● Provide local community partners with critical data needed when 
submitting broadband grant applications

● Advocate and plan for broadband investments in your community

● Fulfill any state or federal reporting requirements which may arise 
with CARES, E-rate, or other funding

Utilizing Digital Equity Data
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Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF)

● Nationally $7.17 billion program to help schools and libraries meet the need for 
remote learning

● Close the Digital Equity Gap for students who currently lack necessary Internet 
access or the devices they need to connect to classrooms

● As of March 14 - $72,280,221.63 awarded to Wisconsin applicants 

● FCC has extended the ECF service delivery deadline for awardees to spend their 
funding to June 30, 2023
○ This will allow applicants who recently received approval or are still pending 

review to use the full amount of committed funding
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Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF)

● Common Question: ECF WUFAR Coding
○ This is a direct federal grant and does not pass through the DPI, so the source 

code is 791
○ DPI does not currently assign project codes to grants issued by other agencies 

and entities.  Choose any local optional project code for this grant.  Recommend 
any project number in the 600, 700, or 900 series



CESA Purchasing: Digital Learning Bridge

https://cesapurchasing.org/digital

https://cesapurchasing.org/digital


Public Digital Equity Map 
https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband

See Response 
Data 

Aggregated by 
District

Select District -->

View All Districts

https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband


Secure Digital Equity Dashboard
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● https://dpi.wi.gov/wise/wisehome-info

WISEhome

https://dpi.wi.gov/wise/wisehome-info


Step 1: Sign in with Google



Step 2: Open WISEdash for Districts



Step 3: Select Topics from Menu



Step 4: Select Digital Equity & Filter Data
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Secure Digital Equity Dashboard

https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband

https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband


Secure Mapping Tool
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● Education SuperHighway’s Tool provides an overlay of residential 
broadband coverage, based on publicly available FCC data

● Download a comprehensive list of provider coverage available for 
each address

● Use the CESA Purchasing Digital Learning Bridge to purchase 
discounted internet service for students where they live

● Written Documentation for Set Up & Configuration & Getting 
Assistance from DPI Customer Services Team

Why Use the Secure Mapping Tool?

https://cesapurchasing.org/digital
https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband/digital-learning-bridge-map
https://dpi.wi.gov/wisedata/help/request
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● https://dpi.wi.gov/wise/wisehome-info

WISEhome

https://dpi.wi.gov/wise/wisehome-info


Step 1: Sign in with Google



Step 2: Open DigitalBridgeK12 App



Step 3: Login In



Step 3: Login with District Google Account



Secure District Mapping Tool



Reflection Point 4

What did you learn about 

resources for districts?
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Additional Supports

● 100 Million PSC Broadband Expansion Grants 
● Private Philanthropy
● Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) - Broadband Expansion, 

includes $65B  for broadband infrastructure and access

○$42.5 billion for broadband equity access and deployment (BEAD). Each state 
gets $100M. The rest of the allocation is based on the proportion of unserved 
and underserved locations by state.
○ $1 billion for middle mile investments
○ $2.75 billion for the Digital Equity Act to boost digital equity, inclusion, and 

literacy programs

https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/Programs/BroadbandGrants.aspx


Schools & Libraries as Critical Partners

● State Proposals
○ Detailed plan for allocation to unserved and underserved locations
○ Alignment with other state, federal, private funding 
○ Timeline for implementation
○ Oversight process
○ Coordination with local governments

● DPI Expanding Broadband - resources for schools to get involved!
○ Public private partnerships

● Federal Broadband Funding Opportunities Guide by Common Sense

https://dpi.wi.gov/broadband/expanding-broadband
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/sites/default/files/featured-content/files/federal_broadband_funding_guide.pdf


What’s Next?

What next step will you 
take to address digital 
equity in your local school 
community?
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Thank You

Rachel Schemelin
E-rate and Broadband Education Consultant
(608)266-5190
rachel.schemelin@dpi.wi.gov

Today’s Presentation:

https://tinyurl.com/22DLTWASBO
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