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Stimulus Funds Overview

Funds must be used to prepare for, respond to, or prevent COVID-19

Crisis 
Response

CARES Act
ESSER I, GEER
3/13/2020 - 9/30/2022

Resume/
Sustain In-
person 
Instruction

CRRSA Act
ESSER II
3/13/2020 - 9/30/2023

Recovery  -
Address 
Learning 
Loss

ARP Act
ESSER III
3/13/2020 - 9/30/2024 



Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act

(CARES Act)

Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental 

Appropriations Act (CRRSAA)

American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA)

Grant Program ESSER I GEER ESSER II ESSER III ARP-HCY ARP-IDEA

Performance Period 3/13/2020 - 9/30/2022 3/13/2020 - 9/30/2023 3/13/2020 - 9/30/2024 

Grants to LEAs in 
Wisconsin

$158M
($40K Min)

$46.6M $686M
($100K Min)

$1.3B - LEAs must 
reserve 20% for EBIS

$1.8M - Part 1
$5.6M - Part 2

$47.6M

Additional  funds for 
In-Person Instruction

No No Yes  - Added to the formula grant Yes - No No

LEAs provide Equitable 
Services 

Yes Yes No No No No

EANS  provided by DPI  No No $77.1 M $73M 

Statewide Initiatives $16M All funds to 
LEAs

All funds to LEAs $155M Yes No

Maintenance of Effort State level only State level only State level AND LEAs - Maintenance of Equity



ESSER I and GEER

● Available through September 30, 2022

○ GEER Final Claims due date: December 15, 2022

○ ESSER I Final Claims due date: December 30, 2022

● Equitable Participation for Private School Students

○ NEW! General Disposition Guidance for Equitable 

Services

○ NEW! CARES Act Partial Refusal of Funds Guidance

➢ Explainer video of CARES Act Partial Refusal of 

Funds WISEgrants process

December

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b9lq2YEPelfaXBCCiSNZy_edx1K6_y8NDeRFDK2XMe4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14KQXG3D2Jsu8JnxzD0o4bOK285xCd5Qq7I6yj_UC7ds/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-muKFBGfC3g


ESSER II

● January recalculation of allocations

○ 424 LEAs saw an increase

● Available through
September 30, 2023

● Prevent, Prepare for, and Respond to 
COVID-19



ESSER III



ARPA ESSER III Timeline 

Aug ‘21

Modified 
ESSER III State 
Plan to USDE

Sept ‘21

LEAs create plans and 
engage stakeholders 
for input

Oct ‘21

USDE seeks 
clarification 
from DPI

Nov ‘21

DPI responds with 
further modified 
State Plan

Dec ‘21

ESSER III formula 
application opens 
in WISEgrants

USDE seeks further 
clarification from 
DPI

DPI receives 
partial plan 
approval from 
USDE



ARPA ESSER III Timeline Continued

Mar ‘22 May ‘22

USDE approves
ESSER III State Plan

ESSER III 
formula grant 
due March 11

EBIS grants 
opened in 
WISEgrants 

LETRS 
participation 
survey opened

June ‘22 July ‘22

LETRS 
participation 
survey due July 8

Aug ‘22

ESSER III 
Supplemental 
Funds open in 
WISEgrants



ARPA ESSER III Timeline Continued

Sept ‘22 Oct ‘22

Out-of-School 
Time grant 
applications due

Winter 
‘22-23

Spring 
‘23

Subrecipients 
implement projects 

2023-2024

DPI awards 
competitive 
grants

ARP programs end 
September 30, 2024

LETRS FY21-
22 claims

LETRS FY22-
23 claims 
open

Summer 
School 
Grants this 
Fall



ESSER III State Plan

90% Formula Grants to LEAs $1,387,671,695

5% EBIS Supplemental Funds for minimum grant awards and per pupil 

amounts, expanding community services, Grad Alliance $77,092,872

2.92% Supplemental Funds to select LEAs based on in-person learning; grants 

for The Lincoln Academy, state schools, CCDEBs; reading initiatives; and 

educator preparatory programs $41,255,724

1% Evidence-Based Summer Enrichment Programs $15,418,574

1% Evidence-Based Comprehensive Afterschool Programs $15,418,574

.08 % Administrative Costs $1,200,000

Total $1,541,857,439



ESSER III State Plan

Formula Grants (90% of state total)

• $1.387 billion to LEAs

• Calculated with Title I, Part A formula

• Available now as ESSER III grants

• 20% minimum must be spent on EBIS



ESSER III State Plan

Evidence Based Improvement Strategies (EBIS) 

Funds (5% of state total)

• $67 million to LEAs

• 100% must be spent on EBIS 

• Application opened May 2022

• Raises minimum per pupil amount to $578

• Raises minimum grant amount to $320,863

LEAs with fewer than 25 pupils minimum $200,000



ESSER III State Plan

EBIS Supplemental Funds (cont’d)
(5% of state total)

• $5 million for Graduation Alliance

• Earmarked funds to identify and re-

engage high school students who 

have been chronically absent since 

the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic



ESSER III State Plan

EBIS Grants (cont’d)
(5% of state total)

• $5 million

• Competitive grants to expand 

evidence-based out-of-school 

programming for students

• LEAs and community-based 

organizations eligible



ESSER III State Plan

Supplemental Funds (3% of state total)

• $37.6 million to 151 LEAs allocated in two rounds

• Additional funds for 2020-21 in-person instruction

• Not required to spend on EBIS

• Must be spent on allowable ESSER costs



ESSER III State Plan

Supplemental Grants (cont’d) (3% of state total)

• $300,000 Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired

• $400,000 Wisconsin School for the Deaf

• $700,000 Syble Hopp School (Brown County CDEB)

• $700,000 Lakeland School (Walworth County CDEB)

• Funding for The Lincoln Academy
(new independent charter school in Beloit)



ESSER III State Plan

Supplemental Grants (cont’d) (3% of state total)

• $2,000,000 LEA and CESA professional learning in literacy

LETRS Grant 

• $300,000 CESA professional learning in early literacy

• $150,000 CESAs 8 & 9 expanded professional learning in 

literacy instruction  

• $650,000 CESA (except 8 & 9) grants for literacy audits and 

capacity building for literacy training and coaching

• Any unallocated funds from these specified programs will 

remain available for reading programs  



ESSER III State Plan

Supplemental Funds (cont’d)
(3% of state total)

• $600,000 Landscape analysis of 

educator preparatory programs

• $1,300,000 UW System 

educator preparatory grant 

programs



ESSER III State Plan

1% Evidence-Based Summer  
Enrichment

• $15,418,574 available

• Competitive grant

• 1st round for LEAs receiving 

sparsity aid in FY21

• 2nd round open competition



ESSER III State Plan

1% Evidence-Based Afterschool

• $15,418,574 available

• Competitive grant

• 1st round for LEAs receiving 

sparsity aid in FY21

• 2nd round open competition



ESSER III State Plan

WI ARP ESSER III State Plan May 
2022 video available on the 
ESSER III webpage

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_Puyg9XZFQ
https://youtu.be/a_Puyg9XZFQ
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii


ESSER III Grants for LEAs

Current ESSER III 
Grants Available 

to LEAs



ESSER III Grant Walkthrough

● ESSER III Start Guide

● ESSER III Grant 

Application and Budget 

Walkthrough Video→

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ipaC-jYdHlJGcQBAT7Nt_WKRufCv58GUwqsBSzVt4ns/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/bsFLKH_gQGI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsFLKH_gQGI


EBIS Grant Application Open

● EBIS Grant Start Guide

● EBIS Grant Application and 
Budget Walkthrough Video

● 100% EBIS required

● Raise the per pupil amount to 
$578 or the minimum grant 
amount to $320,0863 or $200k 
for LEAs with fewer than 25 
total pupils

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KWjbwRTCTY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16ExyrlzIR1gw7n6Tziofv24mFmtNMmH-si0tMkZvhtM/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/7KWjbwRTCTY


• Required funds for EBIS to 

address unfinished learning

• Opportunity to address 

student needs by changing 

systems and practices to 

improve student learning 

EBIS Requirements



• ESSER III Funds and EBIS Resource

• ESSER III EBIS Allowable Cost 

Examples

• Logic Model Guidance and Template

• EBIS/ESSER III Helpline:

Schedule a meeting

with EBIS and

Implementation Consultants

• Send EBIS questions to 

EBISsupport@dpi.wi.gov

EBIS Support

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YNHOqRrs-gfwdGsr6YlHgmR_rGmr_VZRgTWq1tp9TEk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GWSM1SkJbNZ0yumlg0KFAaBO7SJFIN3X1PlcnjDveS4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11ATWHJniXinvi_wztz_T_k3K3qaFt7A1nTMdCjJSGJ4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z-xyiSmwO52SKSoOsE0K0kyJvH91jaqv8fnuwhEZysY/copy
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/O365UBKEBISESSERIIIHelpline@WIDPIPRD.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
mailto:EBISsupport@dpi.wi.gov


Supplemental Funds Grant

● ESSER III 
Supplemental Funds 
in WISEgrants Guide

● Added to ESSER III 
Formula Grant in 
WISEgrants

● No minimum 
requirement for EBIS

● Prevent, Prepare for, 
Respond to COVID-
19

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QiIJPQDPUH-7VrhnMPrmhoAglYub0yVOZborBVIbRaI/edit?usp=sharing


ARPA ESSER III LEA Requirements

ESSER III LEA Plan 



ESSER III LEA Plan 

1. Extent to which the LEA is consistent with 

CDC guidelines on reopening schools

2. Implementation of evidence-based 

improvement strategies

3. ESSER III budget on allowable activities

4. Interventions respond to the academic, 

social, emotional, and mental health needs 

of all students

ESSER III LEA Plan technical assistance 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aght2RweE4SF5LQNBsWn0Xf7-SDR5_65YIDs4nvPo6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aght2RweE4SF5LQNBsWn0Xf7-SDR5_65YIDs4nvPo6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aght2RweE4SF5LQNBsWn0Xf7-SDR5_65YIDs4nvPo6Q/edit?usp=sharing


ESSER III LEA Plan 



LETRS Grant 

Costs

Vendor training costs for staff who 
successfully completed the LETRS 

training or another program 
endorsed by the Center for Effective 

Reading Instruction

Eligible Entities

LEAs and CESAs are eligible for 
funding and who chose to 

participate in the LETRS Training 
Reimbursement Program

Amount

$4,000 is available for each eligible 
entity. For entities that choose to 

participate, the funding is available 
for any eligible training costs that 

were incurred in FY21-22, as well as 
future training costs through June 

30, 2024

● $2,000,000 total; $4,000 per eligible agency

● FY21-22 reimbursement opened in September, FY22-23 reimbursement open the 
first of October

● Vendor payment costs only

● ESSER III Reading Initiatives webpage

https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii-reading-initiatives
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii-reading-initiatives
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii-reading-initiatives


Out-of-School Time Grant

● Competitive Grant Process

● Project Period: December 1, 
2022 - September 30, 2024

● Grant Applications Due: 
October 14, 2022

● ESSER III Out of School Time 
Grant webpage

● Email: ESSER3ost@dpi.wi.gov

Round 1
Available to LEAs (Districts and Independent Charter Schools eligible for Sparsity Aide under WIS Stat 115.436)

https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/clc/esser-iii-ost-grant-opportunity
mailto:ESSER3ost@dpi.wi.gov
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wq29sho9AmE


Finding the Webpages to the Other ESSER III 
Grants

ESSER III: https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii

LETRS: https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii-
reading-initiatives

Out-of-School Time: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/clc/esser-iii-ost-
grant-opportunity

https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii-reading-initiatives
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/clc/esser-iii-ost-grant-opportunity


Finding Your Allocation Amounts

https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii

https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii


New ESSER Reporting Requirements

ESSER 
Reporting 
Requirements



Maintenance of Equity

FY 2021-22 & FY 2022-23

LEAs may not reduce per-pupil 

spending or staffing for high-

poverty schools at a greater rate 

than the reductions (if any) that 

are applied to all schools in the 

LEA 



Maintenance of Equity

Exceptions:

• Total enrollment of less than 1,000 
students (249 LEAs)

• Operates a single school (56 LEAs)

• Serves all students within each grade 
span with a single school
(97 LEAs)

• Demonstrates an exceptional or 
uncontrollable circumstance



Maintenance of Equity



Maintenance of Equity

● Maintenance of Equity webpage

● ESSER III Maintenance of Equity in 
WISEgrants guide

● Maintenance of Equity WISEgrants 
Exception Walkthrough Video

https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/maintenance-effort-and-maintenance-equity
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/maintenance-effort-and-maintenance-equity
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bjD6vcWrXzJKZEj40s_N4w23lqCtFubKDx_PxJwVAPQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://youtu.be/Xwh8gTkvJZ4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xwh8gTkvJZ4


School-Level Learning Modality

● Number of public schools providing 
each mode of instruction (i.e., remote 
instruction, in-person instruction, 
hybrid model)

● WISEgrants year 2022-2023

● Due October 14, 2022

● School-level Learning Modality 
Guidance

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S3sVIxJqr1D14c4K8CrCHUMzCNHRUzmi7cqoEsRxQMQ/edit?usp=sharing


Annual Performance Reporting

● ESSER and GEER Performance Reporting 
Webpage

● Collection will take place in Spring 2023
○ ESSER I and GEER, third annual report
○ ESSER II and ESSER III, second annual 

report

● ESSER and GEER Reporting Workbooks 
available to prepare for data collection

● Data collection will take place in WISEgrants

https://dpi.wi.gov/cares/reporting-requirements


ESSER Resources

ESSER 
Resources



New Resources

NEW! Preparing for the Federal Single Audit
Guidance on the areas of compliance auditors are required to 
examine during the auditing process. It also includes items 
subrecipients should have prepared for the audit of federal 
funds.

NEW! WISEgrants for Auditors
Provides step-by-step instructions on where to find reports and 
other pertinent information for audits in WISEgrants. 

NEW! ESSER III LEA Plan webpage

NEW! ESSEER III LEA Plan technical assistance

NEW! Certifying the ESSER III Safe Return to In-Person 
Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dtRMOt9_-3Bv-dDQyK0I92pcHUTscUU5GI3s7d2eZ60/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d6AIS7V5OOgnMNnZsQ-5sxJYyO3dfo4h9R38iGFuZtc/edit?usp=sharing
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii/lea-plans
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aght2RweE4SF5LQNBsWn0Xf7-SDR5_65YIDs4nvPo6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aght2RweE4SF5LQNBsWn0Xf7-SDR5_65YIDs4nvPo6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Aght2RweE4SF5LQNBsWn0Xf7-SDR5_65YIDs4nvPo6Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11cz_3OgdbCLbCgWz0f8aiAvx2CRQRGL8AyopQuUi9Tc/edit?usp=sharing


Construction Technical Assistance

• Technical assistance document and 

presentation resources 

• Construction vs minor remodeling

• Davis-Bacon and Related Acts

• Construction Services Budgeting

Assurances

Requirements 

• Discuss construction projects with 

your LEA’s legal counsel

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n4Ye4gIU8VvqTqbUSDcVnWBspzvtvGuWGj3lSG32oJ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lJS_RjD0N91mZ4KDyyqYc_vGV4rNSzkcmHE7g7zkWd0/edit


Grant Available through WISEgrants 
Fiscal Year

ESSER I September 2022 2020-2021

GEER September 2022 2020-2021

ESSER II September 2023 2021-2022

ESSER III September 2024 2021-2022

ESSER and WISEgrants Fiscal Years



Stimulus Project and Source Codes

Grant Source Project

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief - CARES Act (ESSER I) 730 160

Governor's Emergency Education Relief (GEER) - CARES Act 730 162

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief - CRRSA Act (ESSER II) 730 163

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief - ARP Act (ESSER III) 730 165

ESSER III EBIS Grant 730 165

ARP Act IDEA Flow-Through 730 344

ARP Act IDEA Preschool 730 346

Homeless Children & Youth (Part I) 730 168

Homeless Children & Youth (Part II) 730 173



Stimulus Project and Source Codes

Grant Source Project

ESSER III Supplemental Grant 730 165

LETRS 730 165

Leadership in Literacy 730 165

Expand EBIS in Literacy (CESA 8, CESA 9) 730 165

Evidence-Based Summer Enrichment 730 165

Evidence-Based After School 730 165

UW System Ed Prep Programs 730 165

Out-of-School Time Grants 730 165

WUFAR Coding for Federal K-12 COVID Relief Funds

https://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/wufar-coding-cares-act-funds


DPI Resources

• CARES Act ESSER I

• CARES Act GEER

• CRRSAA ESSER II

• ARPA ESSER III

• Guidance on Allowable Costs

• Construction Technical Assistance
Slides | Video | How to Budget

• WISEgrants podcast

• EBIS/ESSER III Helpline

• ESSER III Reading Initiatives

• Out-of-School Time Grant Opportunity

• Submit questions to: 

ESSER3ost@dpi.wi.gov

• Submit questions to:
essergrants@dpi.wi.gov

• Submit EBIS questions to: 
EBISsupport@dpi.wi.gov

https://dpi.wi.gov/cares/esser-grants
https://dpi.wi.gov/cares/governors-emergency-education-relief-geer-grant-program
https://dpi.wi.gov/crrsaa/esser-ii
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K78BQsDluMQ0aDTzd0Qb1gQKmLXVhfRYkBzXm6S3bCY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n4Ye4gIU8VvqTqbUSDcVnWBspzvtvGuWGj3lSG32oJ0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1M16bKB5bmSG6Xx0wC5W6WWA5sj_Y1iQy90SLebzbfaE/edit#slide=id.p1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CzYyXGUEMFQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JXFzeDW98kJUMxLGLHt35pKOovhblKFvWYG_YD-2w4I/edit?usp=sharing
https://dpi.wi.gov/wisegrants/weekly
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/O365UBKEBISESSERIIIHelpline@WIDPIPRD.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii-reading-initiatives
https://dpi.wi.gov/arp/esser-iii-reading-initiatives
https://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/clc/esser-iii-ost-grant-opportunity
mailto:ESSER3ost@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:essergrants@dpi.wi.gov
mailto:EBISsupport@dpi.wi.gov


THANK 

YOU!


