
Weather Shelter Assessment, FEMA and 
National Weather Service Standards 
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Today’s Agenda

Review FEMA Weather Shelter Regulations

Review NWS Weather Shelter Best Practices

Q&A
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Siting Considerations Occupancy

Distance Signage

FEMA Regulations
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Siting Considerations

FEMA Regulations

Below ground 
provides greatest 

protection

Interior rooms on 
ground level



12

This presentation is the copyrighted, proprietary work of Fair Skies 
Consulting, LLC.  It is provided solely for the use by Fair Skies Consulting.  

It may not otherwise be reproduced, excerpted or used without the 
express written consent of Fair Skies Consulting, LLC. ©2022 Fair Skies 

Consulting, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Siting Considerations

FEMA Regulations
Future Designs

Consider  shelters

Know daily occupancy

Build basements
Use materials that protect from missiles and 
falling debris

Wide stairwells and hallways
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Distance Signage

FEMA Regulations
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Occupancy

FEMA Regulations
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Siting Considerations Occupancy

FEMA Regulations

Plan for 2 hours in shelter

5 sq. ft/person

Can exceed normal maximum 
occupancy
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Distance

FEMA Regulations

Shelter within 5 minutes

Do not block access to shelters

Do not use shelters as storage

Hindering access creates chaos & panic
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Signage

FEMA Regulations
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Distance Signage

FEMA Regulations

Obvious & luminescent

Signage outside of entrance to 
shelter

Once identified, there is an 
expectation of access to shelter
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Siting Considerations Occupancy

Distance Signage

FEMA Regulations

Signage outside of entrance to 
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FEMA Review

Are you using the best locations to shelter?

Do you know how many people you can shelter?

Can you move people to shelter quickly without obstruction?

Can people that missed the drill quickly find shelter?
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NWS Best Practices
Shelter 

Assessments

CommunicationDrills
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NWS Best Practices

Shelter 
Assessments
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NWS Best Practices

Shelter 
Assessments

Are you using best 
locations

•When was the last time 
you assessed

Have you assessed 
capacity

•Is there access
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NWS Best Practices

Shelter 
Assessments

Are you using best 
locations

•

Can you move to shelter 
within 3 minutes

•
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NWS Best Practices
Shelter 

Assessments

CommunicationDrills
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NWS Best Practices

Communication
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NWS Best Practices

Communication

Multiple ways to receive 
and emit weather alerts

•Can all staff/coaches 
receive alerts

Internal and external 
communications

•Filter out non-essential 
alerts
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NWS Best Practices

Communication
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NWS Best Practices

Drills
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NWS Best Practices

Drills

Can you get to shelter in 3 
minutes

•Drill for after hours/ 
weekends

Is there is signage and 
directional signage

•Are 3rd parties aware
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NWS Best Practices

Drills
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NWS Best Practices
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NWS Review
Multiple platforms to receive and alert for severe weather 

Only have alerts for severe thunderstorm and tornado

Are shelters in the best location and what is their capacity

Are shelters pre-assigned and does staff know their shelter

Drill twice a year and have drills for after hours/ weekends

Can everyone shelter within 3 minutes – capacity, signage, access




